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The song of God

that touch the world

he Holy Father Pope Francis

has appointed Rev. Fr Justin
Madathiparambil as the new Auxiliary
bishop of the Latin Catholic diocese of
Vijayapuram." For us, the Sisters of Charity
of Bartolomea Capitanio and Vincenza
Gerosa, it hasn't been simply a joyful
announcement but a moment of special
thanksgiving to God. Did the Pope know
that he has chosen an ideal shepherd as per
his teaching?

Fr. Justin was our 'Bijumon,’ whose
parents were employees in our Institution
at Pambanar, ever since our community
started there in 1976. As a child, he spent
most of his time amidst us, enjoying the
love and attention of all the sisters, because
the mother could not leave her only child
at home. He played with us, dined with us
and had a permanent seat reserved for him
near the sister superior. This childhood love
and closeness towards us has stayed with
him all these years and it is the same with
us as well. He was a gifted and talented
child - intelligent, intuitive, and inherited
the musical/ artistic talent of the father and
the practicality of the mother.

He was a simple, sincere, jovial,
spontaneous child, and 'in him was 'no
malice." That is why Jesus must have
chosen him now to shepherd his people,
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as he can truly be a 'shepherd who knows
the smell of the sheep'. He has always been
a docile and humble person with genuine
self-awareness and he always remained
grateful and faithful to the Lord who held
his hands leading him through the path of
faith.

As a young boy, he served at the altar
regularly. In his youth, like Samuel he heard
the Lord's call to be a priest after the order
of Melchizedek. He started a new journey
saying 'yes' to that call and never looked
back. Although he was the only child of his
parents the death of his mother or the other
painful experiences never let him waver in
his faith and commitment. Instead, he used
all his life experiences as stepping stones
to draw closer to the Crucified Lord. He
always delved deeper into faith, humbly
surrendering himself to the One who called
him for Himself.

He is the third priest from Sacred Heart
Church, Pambanar. As a seminarian, he



made use of every opportunity to be amidst
his parishioners. He not only offered his
generous help to the Parish priests but
also willingly participated in all the parish
activities, visiting the familles, reaching out
to the substations scattered far and wide,
and helping to create among the faithful a
sense of belonging to the Church.

What we appreciate in him most is that
he has preserved his simplicity even to this
day, despite the new roles he was called to
play in the Church. It is not in his nature
to aspire for special treatment or higher
promotions. He has the great capacity
to see everyone as a child of God, giving
whatever is one's due, with no partiality
whatsoever. In joy as in sorrow, he keeps
his equanimity and serenity, pondering
and guarding all things in the heart as did
the Bl. Virgin Mary. His gentle presence
and welcoming smile endear him to all.

Like Jesus, who 'went about doing good,'
he has a sixth sense towards the needs of
others and he willingly sacrifices himself to
reach out to the needy, especially the poor.
Even as Vicar General, he used to visit the

parishes during the Corona time, bringing
consolation to the sick and the suffering.

Being an intelligent person, he possesses
remarkable observation skill. It helps
him to evaluate reality quickly and take
appropriate decisions.

We are sure that his acquaintance with
the religious community of the 'Sisters of
Charity' from his early childhood has given
him some unique qualities and personality
traits. We are sure that your continuous
care, love and guidance will be a strong
support for us religious to work for the
people of God in the various parishes of
the diocese. We do consider that it is all
the more our responsibility to pray for
our 'Bijumon' that he continues to be a
true Pastor, communicating the Father's
compassion and the redeeming love of
Jesus to everyone on his path.

Dearly beloved bishop, may God bless
you and keep you always in His loving
care. May He use you for His Kingdom.

Sisters of Charity
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